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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-15, and 17-54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Kamen et al. (US 6,421 ,067 B1 ). 

Regarding claims 1,17, 30, and 43 Kamen teaches the system and 
corresponding method for providing interactive media services comprising: 

memory (304, 302 - fig. 6) for storing IPG (EPG) configuration data that is used 
to determine an IPG screen characteristic (characteristic of what is displayed on screen) 
(col. 7, lines 33-38; col. 12, lines 19-34; col. 13, lines 37-39; col. 14, lines 37-57); and 

logic configured to modify the IPG configuration data in response to a first user 
input requesting a change in the IPG screen characteristic (col. 14, lines 50-52; col. 5, 
lines 18-20; col. 7, lines 24-27; col. 7, lines 56-60; col. 13, lines 25-46; col. 14, Iines50- 
54). 
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Regarding claim 2, Kamen teaches the memory is non-volatil memory (col. 12, 
lines 19-22). 

Regarding claims 3, 19-21, 32-34, 45, and 46, Kamen teaches an IPG screen 
that is configured in accordance with the first user input (menu/option input; col. 13, 
lines 33-46) is presented to a user in response to receiving a second user input 
(command to display the EPG while normally watching TV, i.e., video only; col. 8, lines 
26-31). 

Regarding claims 4, 24, 37, and 49, Kamen teaches the IPG screen 
characteristic is a channel listing characteristic (modifies how channel listings are 
shown; fig. 2A; fig. 2; col. 5, lines 9-24; col. 7, lines 61-67 a7 col. 15, lines 13-15). 

Regarding claims 5, 25, 38, and 50, Kamen teaches the channel listing 
characteristic is from a group consisting of: 

number of channels presented concurrently (changes number of channels 
displayed; fig. 2A; fig. 2), type of channels presented (col. 5, lines 11-16), order in which 
channel listings are presented (alphabetical order; col. 5, lines 18-19), identity of 
channels presented (presents channels of an identified type, e.g., sports; col. 5, lines 
16-18), identity of an initially highlighted channel (col. 7, lines 24-29 & 61-65), 
orientation of channel listings (col. 14, lines 15-22), location of channel listings (fig. 2A; 
fig. 2C; col. 13, lines 54-col. 14, line 11; col. 3, lines 47-49, 56-57, &63-65). 
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Regarding claims 6, 26, 39, 51, Kamen teaches the IPG screen characteristic is 
a time listing characteristic (modifies how time listings of programs are shown; col. 8, 
lines 4-11 & fig. 2A, 2, & 2C). 

Regarding claims 7, 27, 40, 52, Kamen teaches the time listing characteristic is 
from a group consisting of: number of time listings presented concurrently (2A-2C; 
modifying the number of listings shown for a time period); coverage of a time listing (fig. 
2; modifies time listings related to sports coverage), identity of time listings presented 
(fig. 2C; identified sports listing showing "today"), orientation of time listings (fig. 2C; 
rotate/modify perspective of listing shown for a time period; col. 14, lines 15-27), 
location of time listings (fig. 2A; fig. 2C; col. 13, lines 54-col. 14, line 11; col. 3, lines 47- 
49, 56-57, &63-65). 

Regarding claims 8, 28, 41, and 53, Kamen teaches the IPG screen 
characteristic is a video area characteristic (103B - fig. 2B; 320-a-c - fig. 2C; 560-563 - 
fig. 2C; col. 13, line 54-col. 14, line 27; col. 3, lines 40-43). 

Regarding claims 9, 29, 42, and 54, Kamen teaches the video the video area 
characteristic is from a group consisting of: size (col. 13, lines 54-56), location (col. 14, 
lines 8-12; col. 3, lines 63-65 & lines 45-49), and content (col. 14, lines 20-22; col. 3, 
lines 60-63). 
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Regarding claims 10, 22, 35, and 47, Kamen teaches an IPG screen that is 
configured in accordance with the first user input is presented to a user via a display 
device (col. 13, lines 33-37; col. 14, lines 28-33). 

Regarding claims 1 1 , 23, 36, and 48, Kamen teaches the display device is a 
television (col. 15, line 23). 

Regarding claims 12, 18, 31, and 44, Kamen teaches the first user input is 
provided via a remote control device (150 - fig. 2& 6; col. 5, lines 19-21; col. 8, lines 26- 
31; col. 12, lines 40-42). 

Regarding claim 13, Kamen teaches the system is a client device (client to the B- 
caster and Internet servers; col. 14, lines 39-42; col. 6, lines 24-30; col. 14, lines 57-64). 

Regarding claim 14, Kamen teaches the client device is a digital home 
communication terminal (DHCT) (PCTV; col. 4, lines 60-63). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kamen et al. (US 6,421,067 B1) in view of Lemmons et al. (US 6,442,775 B1). 

Regarding claims 15 and 16, Kamen discloses the EPG is a shell for access to 
additional applications by connecting to a server (col. 14, lines 57-64). 

Kamen fails to disclose the system is a server device and located at a headend. 

In an analogous art Lemmons teaches an EPG server system located at a 
headend (television distribution facility 16 - fig. 1) for generating EPG display screens 
(col. 5, lines 34-36 & 47-50). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
Applicant's invention to modify the system of Kamen to include the system is a server 
device and located at a headend as taught by Lemmons for the added advantage of 
decreasing the processing load of the receiving device. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Clyde H. Jones III whose telephone number is 571-272- 
5946. The examiner can normally be reached on 9-5:30 p. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Grant can be reached on 571-272-7294. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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